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ETNOW

Union Budget 2026 Live Updates: Cancer Drugs

Cancer incidence in India continues to rise, placing sustained pressure on
healthcare infrastructure. Addressing medicines without addressing machines
risks creating an incomplete solution. Strengthening India’s oncology ecosystem
requires a holistic lens, one that recognises hardware as a public health enabler
rather than a luxury input.

Union Budget 2026 can play a defining role by extending its commitment from
cancer drugs to cancer hardware. Doing so would signal a deeper understanding
of oncology care, one that prioritises access, equity, and long-term system
resilience. In the journey toward better cancer outcomes, medicines may start
the treatment, but machines often make the cure possible.

Mr D S Negi IAS (Retd.) CEO, Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Institute & Research Centre
(RGCIRC)
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